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Colorado River Basin (CRB)

Water Allocations
Upper Basin 9250 MCM
Lower Basin 9250 MCM
Mexico 1,850 MCM
Evaporation
Historical flows per
Tree ring analysis
~ 18,500 MCM
=>Structural Deficit

Colorado 
River Delta
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Complex Water Management Issues, 
Challenges, and Solutions and Implementation
 Growth and the need for additional supplies (competition)
 Drought/climate variability
 Water-energy Nexus
 Water quantity assessments
 Water quality
 Desalination
 Use of recycled water for potable and other water needs
 Access to and utilization of renewable supplies
 Transboundary water issues
 The surface water/groundwater interface
 Riparian areas and other environmental considerations
 Water rights
 Conservation programs
 Water storage and recovery (water banking)
 Groundwater replenishment 
 Water cost/pricing
 Water Planning Uncertainty!
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The frog does not drink up the pond in 
which he lives. – American Indian 

(Lakota) Proverb

Thank you!

Morelos Dam on the 
Colorado River at the 

US-Mexico Border
October 2014 

Arizona Water Policy 
Class at the Tucson 
SAV-SARP Project

April 2014
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